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The most active issue is the dispute over the ownership of Tokto(Takeshima) Island. The Koreans

have contemptuously rejected a Japanese proposal to refer the matter to the International Court
of Justice at the Hague, and 20th of September Mr. Kim delivered to the Japanese Government a
long historical "proof" of Korean ownership.

Most of this is exceedingly ancient, and perhaps legendary, history. But the claim that during the

Japanese occupation of Korea Tokto was administrated by Governor General of Korea, and not by

a Japanese Prefecture is (if correct) obviously important.
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Referring to Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the Peace Treaty with Japan which Came into effect on April

28, 1952, the Japanese Government says that O “Takeshima had been placed under the

Jurisdiction of Shimane Prefecture prior to the annexation of Korea to Japan, and continued to

be so even after the annexation, not having been under the jurisdiction of the Government —

General of Korea” . In this connection, the Government of the Republic of Korea cannot recognize

that Takeshima had been legally placed under the jurisdiction of Shimane Prefecture,as is
explained in detail in Paragraph IV above.
Furthermore, what the Korean Government wants the Japanese Government to realize in this

connection is the fact that, @even during Japan's compulsory occupation of Korea Dokto was

regarded as an attached island to Ulneungdo and managed by Ulneungdo fishermen.
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Then, compare the Survey of the Waterway of the Korean Coast published in 1933 with that of the

Japanese Mainland Coast, from the viewpoint of the detailedness and gravity of article on
Takeshima. Whereas the former, in Volume 3, Section Ulneungdo snd Takeshima of Korean East
Coast, describes in detail such matters as the position, geographical features and products of
Dokto, the Latter, in Book 2, Section Okishima and Takeshima of Japan Coast, mentions only the
name of the island. (If Takeshima had originally been a part of the Japanese territory, the Position,
geographical features and products of the island would have been mentioned in detail in the

Survey of the Waterway of the Coast of the Japanese Mainland.) This is because Dokto is an island

attached to Ulneungdo and also because it is most reasonable from geographical point of view that

island should be put under the latter's administrative jurisdiction. Judging from the above -
mentioned fact, it is apparent that the Hydrographic Agency treated the island as a part of Korean

territory.
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