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1. The Tip of the American Military Spear Is Being Blunted

Foreign Policy.com, July 6, 2020

Tanner Greer, a writer and strategist based in Taiwan

Reforms to the Marine Corps may be necessary to face China, but Congress needs to ask hard questions.

Continue Reading

2. Defending Freedom of the Seas

Real Clear Defense.com, July 7, 2020

David F. Lasseter, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Countering Weapons of Mass
Destruction and oversees Oceans Policy for the U.S. Department of Defense

Full Article

3. Want Better Strategists? Start With a Better Definition of Strategy
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https://www.spf.org/oceans/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/06/us-marines-strategy-military-tip-spear-china-congress/?utm
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2020/07/07/defending_freedom_of_the_seas_115445.html

Real Clear Defense.com, July 9, 2020

Jeffrey Meiser, Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science and Global Affairs at the
University of Portland

Patrick Quirk, Senior Director for Strategy, Research, and the Center for Global Impact at the
International Republican Institute (IR1) and a Non-resident Fellow in the Foreign Policy Program of
the Brookings Institution

Full Article

4. What American Century?

Foreign Policy.com, July 17, 2020

Jeremi Suri, a professor at the University of Texas
Full Article

5. Implementing the National Defense Strategy: A Year of Successes
The Department of Defense, July 17, 2020
THE HONORABLE MARK T. ESPER Secretary of Defense

Full Report

6. An Army Transformed: USINDOPACOM Hypercompetition and US Army Theater Design
US Army War College, July 17, 2020
Prof William G Braun 111, Mister Nathan P Freier, Mr John Schaus

Full Report

7. Instances of Use of United States Armed Forces Abroad, 1798-2020

Congressional Research Service, July 20, 2020

Full Report

8. Rethinking the U.S. Navy’s Carrier Fleet
War and The Rocks.com, July 21, 2020
Angus Ross, a professor at the U.S. Naval War College

Full Report

9. What If It Doesn’t End Quickly? Reconsidering Us Preparedness For Protracted Conventional War
Modern War Institute, July 23, 2020
Patrick Savage, a research associate in the Joint Advanced Warfighting Division of the Institute for

Defense Analyses


https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2020/07/09/want_better_strategists_start_with_a_better_definition_of_strategy_115451.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/17/no-american-century-demise/?utm
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/17/2002459291/-1/-1/1/NDS-FIRST-YEAR-ACCOMPLISHMENTS-FINAL.PDF
https://publications.armywarcollege.edu/pubs/3731.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42738.pdf
https://warontherocks.com/2020/07/rethinking-the-u-s-navys-carrier-fleet/

After two decades of focusing on counterinsurgency and counterterrorism, the US Department of
Defense has worked to reorient toward the possibility of conflict with a near-peer competitor. While
the department has progressed in this area, one sub-set of preparation has been largely ignored: the
defense enterprise needs to confront the non-zero possibility that it may have to fight not only a
conventional war, but a protracted conventional war against another great power in the coming
decades. Continue Reading
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1. China’s Rise as a Global Power Reaches Its Riskiest Point Yet
Real Clear Defense.com, July 6, 2020

Rodger Baker, senior analyst, Stratfor

Full Article

2. China’s Maritime Militia Vessels May Be Military Objectives During Armed Conflict

The Diplomat.com, July 7, 2020

James Kraska, Chair and Charles H. Stockton Professor of International Maritime Law in the Stockton
Center for International Law at the U.S. Naval War College

Commander Yusuke Saito, a legal advisor of Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force currently assigned
to the Office Legal Affairs General, Joint Staff, Ministry of Defense

Full Article

3. China’s hegemonic ambitions mean that Beijing’s focus is now on building Chinese century

The Indian Express.com, July 7, 2020

C. Raja Mohan, Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore

In an unfortunate paradox, the phenomenal rise of China may have created the very conditions for the
demise of the Asian century. That China has become far more powerful than all of its Asian neighbours

has meant Beijing no longer sees the need to evoke Asian unity. Continue Reading

4. The Political Logic of China’s Strategic Mistakes

Project Syndicate, July 8, 2020

Minxin Pei, Professor of Government at Claremont McKenna College and a non-resident senior fellow
at the German Marshall Fund of the United States

For the first time since the end of the Cultural Revolution, the Communist Party of China faces a

genuine existential threat, mainly because its mindset has led it to commit a series of calamitous
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https://mwi.usma.edu/what-if-it-doesnt-end-quickly-reconsidering-us-preparedness-for-protracted-conventional-war/
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2020/07/06/chinas_rise_as_a_global_power_reaches_its_riskiest_point_yet_115441.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/chinas-maritime-militia-vessels-may-be-military-objectives-during-armed-conflict/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/china-nationalism-xi-jinping-beijing-foreign-policy-india-china-lac-row-c-raja-mohan-6493168/

strategic errors. And its latest intervention in Hong Kong suggests that it has no intention of changing

course. Continue Reading

5. Hidden Harbors: China’s State-backed Shipping Industry

CSIS Brief, CSIS, July 8, 2020

Jude Blanchette, the Freeman Chair in China Studies at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C. and others

Full Report

6. Multilateralism With Chinese Characteristics: Bringing in the Hub-and-Spoke

The Diplomat.com, July 10, 2020

Deep Pal, a non-resident fellow at the National Bureau of Asian Research

Suchet Vir Singh, with the security studies program at Carnegie India

Beyond capturing border territories and changing narratives, China wants to reshape global

governance. New Delhi and the world must realize this. Continue Reading

7. The Chinese Navy’s Destroyer Fleet Will Double by 2025. Then What?

The Diplomat.com, July 12, 2020

Rick Joe, a longtime follower of Chinese military developments, with a focus on air and naval
platforms

China is about to finish the current phase of destroyer construction. What comes next?

Continue Reading

8. Of Ports and Arms — China’s Strategic Reach

Indra Stra.com, July 12, 2020

Rear Admiral Dr. S. Kulshrestha (Retd.) Indian Navy, unaffiliated and writes in defense journals on
issues related to Armament technology and indigenization

Full Article

9. China Is Done Biding Its Time

Foreign Affairs.com, July 15, 2020

Kurt M. Campbell, Chair and CEO of The Asia Group and former Assistant Secretary of State for East
Asia and Pacific Affairs

Mira Rapp-Hooper, Stephen A. Schwarzman Senior Fellow for Asia Studies at the Council on Foreign
Relations

The End of Beijing’s Foreign Policy Restraint? Continue Reading

4


https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/china-strategic-mistakes-reflect-communist-party-mindset-by-minxin-pei-2020-07
https://csis-website-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/207008_Blanchette_Hidden%20Harbors_Brief_WEB%20FINAL.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/multilateralism-with-chinese-characteristics-bringing-in-the-hub-and-spoke/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/the-chinese-navys-destroyer-fleet-will-double-by-2025-then-what/
https://www.indrastra.com/2020/07/Of-Ports-Arms-China-s-Strategic-Reach-006-07-2020-0013.html?m=1
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2020-07-15/china-done-biding-its-time

10. Taiwan-China low-intensity conflict possible: analysts
Taipei Times.com, July 25, 2020
While conventional war between Taiwan and China is unlikely, low-intensity conflict is a possibility,

security analysts said in Taipei. Continue Reading

11. U.S. lawmaker introduces Taiwan Invasion Prevention Act

Focus Taiwan, July 30, 2020

Washington, July 29 (CNA) U.S. Congressman Ted Yoho on Wednesday announced the introduction
of the Taiwan Invasion Prevention Act, which would authorize the United States to respond militarily

if China resorts to the use of force against Taiwan. Continue Reading

3 KRBER

1. Dusting Off Cold War Tools for US-China Competition

China US Focus.com, July 2, 2020

David Shambaugh, Gaston Sigur Professor of Asian Studies, Political Science & International Affairs,
George Washington University

Let’s realistically admit it: The United States and China are now in Cold War 2.0. When it precisely

commenced is debatable, but the tell-tale signs have been there for some time. Continue Reading

2. What Should Come After Trump’s Failed China Policy?

War on The Rockes.com, July 6, 2020

Philip H. Gordon, the Mary and David Boies Senior Fellow in U.S. Foreign Policy at the Council on
Foreign Relations

Of all the Trump administration’s foreign policy failures, it is hard to think of one more comprehensive

— or consequential — than its China policy. Continue Reading

3. The US-China Cold War Has Already Started

The Diplomat.com, July 8, 2020

Dr. Alan Dupont, a Research Fellow at the Hinrich Foundation and CEO of the geopolitical risk
consultancy the Cognoscenti Group

The clashing geopolitical ambitions of the two states are fueling a rivalry that could be even more

dangerous and consequential than the original Cold War. Continue Reading



https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2020/07/25/2003740533
https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202007300004
https://www.chinausfocus.com/foreign-policy/dusting-off-cold-war-tools-for-us-china-competition
https://warontherocks.com/2020/07/what-should-come-after-trumps-failed-china-policy/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/the-us-china-cold-war-has-already-started/

4. How Trump is losing Asia

The Washington Post.com, July 9, 2020

Robert D. Kaplan, the Robert Strausz-Hupé Chair in Geopolitics at the Foreign Policy Research
Institute

The United States has dispatched two aircraft carrier strike groups to the South China Sea to contest
China’s creeping annexation of the maritime region. It is one of the bluntest expressions of U.S. hard
power in years. Yet the very fact that such a dramatic step was even necessary indicates how the power

balance is shifting in China’s favor. Continue Reading

5. US-China competition in Indo-Pacific a ‘marathon, not a sprint’, acting assistant secretary of
defence says

South China Morning Post.com, July 10, 2020

Head of Washington’s regional strategy David Helvey calls on ‘like-minded partners’ to defend
international order. Conflict ‘not inevitable’ but countries cannot sit ‘idly by’ while Beijing bends and

disregards rules. Continue Reading

6. Naval Power Is the Ultimate Strategic Enabler in Our Competition with China

National Review.com, July 15, 2020

Seth Cropsey, a senior fellow at Hudson Institute and director of Hudson’s Center for American
Seapower

Harry Halem, a research assistant at Hudson Institute and a graduate student at the London School of
Economics

Sea power gives the U.S. the necessary strategic flexibility to counter China in an uncertain
environment. Continue Reading

7. The cold war between U.S. and China just got a lot hotter

CNBC.com, July 18, 2020

Fred Kempe, the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Atlantic Council
Full Article

8. China steps up shipbuilding with two more aircraft carriers under construction towards 2035 navy
goal

South China morning Post.com, July 18, 2020

Full Article

9. Are China-US relations drifting closer towards war?
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-defence-nimitz/u-s-navy-carriers-conduct-south-china-sea-drills-as-chinese-ships-watch-idUSKBN2470UT
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/07/08/how-trump-is-losing-asia/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3092638/us-china-competition-indo-pacific-marathon-not-sprint
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/07/united-states-naval-power-vital-counter-china/#slide-1
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/18/op-ed-the-cold-war-between-us-and-china-just-got-a-lot-hotter.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3093656/china-steps-shipbuilding-two-more-aircraft-carriers-under

South China Morning Post.com, July 20, 2020
Full Article

9-1. US, China may ‘stumble’ into conflict in South China Sea, war game scenarios suggest
South China Morning Post.com, July 21, 2020
Full Article

9-2. How Beijing’s ‘red lines’ over Taiwan could lead to war with US
South China Morning Post.com, July 22, 2020
Full Article

9-3. Asian states face stark choice in threat of China-US military clash
South China Morning Post.com, July 24, 2020
Full Article

10. China's military capabilities are gaining on the U.S. The Pentagon needs to take bold steps.

NBC News.com, July 21, 2020

By Michele A. Flournoy, former undersecretary of defense for policy, Co-Founder and Managing
Partner of WestExec Advisors

Gabrielle Chefitz, senior associate at WestExec Advisors

American war games indicate that the current U.S. force may be insufficient to deter or defeat Chinese

aggression in the future. Continue Reading

11. Communist China and the Free World’s Future
July 23, 2020
Speech by Michael R. Pompeo, Secretary of State at The Richard Nixon Presidential Library and

Museum, Yorbalinda, California

Full Speech

11-1. Pompeo’s Strategy Depends on Beijing’s Own Paranoia

Foreign Policy.com, July 24, 2020

James Palmer, a deputy editor at Foreign Policy

The U.S. secretary of state is raising the temperature with China to force decoupling. Continue Reading

11-2. Pompeo’s Surreal Speech on China
The Atlantic.com, July 25, 2020


https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3093823/are-china-us-relations-drifting-closer-towards-war
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3094019/us-china-may-stumble-conflict-south-china-sea-war-game
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3094177/how-beijings-red-lines-over-taiwan-could-lead-war-us?utm
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/3094359/asian-states-face-stark-choice-threat-china-us-military-clash?utm
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/china-s-military-capabilities-are-gaining-u-s-pentagon-needs-ncna1234383
https://www.state.gov/communist-china-and-the-free-worlds-future/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/24/pompeo-strategy-beijing-paranoia-trump-china-hawks-decoupling/

Thomas Wright, Senior fellow at the Brookings Institution
An ideological struggle is under way between Beijing and free societies, and the Trump administration

is on the wrong side. Continue Reading

11-3. On China, the US speaks loudly but carries no stick

The Interpreter, July 28, 2020

Nick Bisley, the Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences and Professor of International Relations at
La Trobe University

Aflurry of bombastic rhetoric targeting Beijing puts pressure on allies and also fits Trump’s re-election
strategy. Continue Reading

12. China’s Grand Strategy
Trends, Trajectories, and Long-Term Competition
Rand Corporation, July 24, 2020

Andrew Scobell and others at Rand Corporation

Full Report

13. Can China’s Military Win the Tech War?

Foreign Affairs.com, July 29, 2020

Anja Manuel, Co-Founder and Principal of Rice, Hadley, Gates & Manuel and Director of the Aspen
Strategy Group

Kathleen Hicks, Senior Vice President, Henry A. Kissinger Chair, and Director of the International
Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies

How the United States Should—and Should Not—Counter Beijing’s Civil-Military Fusion.

Continue Reading

14. Why Trump Will Never Win His New Cold War with China
The New Yorker, July 29, 2020
Full Article

15. Balancing act: Major powers and the global response to US-China great power competition

The Brookings, July 2020

Fiona Hill, Tanvi Madan, Amanda Sloat, Mireya Solis, Constanze Stelzenmiiller, Bruce Jones, Emilie
Kimball, Jesse I. Kornbluth, and Ted Reinert

Full Report


https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/07/pompeos-surreal-speech-on-china/614596/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/on-china-us-speaks-loudly-but-carries-no-stick
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR2700/RR2798/RAND_RR2798.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-07-29/can-chinas-military-win-tech-war
https://outline.com/b2aT83
https://www.brookings.edu/research/balancing-act-major-powers-and-the-global-response-to-us-china-great-power-competition/
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(1) 2
1. 2020 Defence Strategic Update and 2020 Force Structure Plan

The Department of Defence, Australian Government, July 1, 2020

Full Report

1-1. Australia’s serious strategic update

11SS Blog, July 3, 2020

Euan Graham, Shangri-La Dialogue Senior Fellow for Asia-Pacific Security, 11SS

Australia is making major changes to its strategic posture, alluding to the threats posed by China.

Continue Reading

1-2. Morrison aligns defence policy with new reality as Australia muscles up to China
The Strategist, July 8, 2020

Michelle Grattan, a professorial fellow at the University of Canberra

Full Article

1-3. Australia’s new defence geography

East Asia Forum, July 9, 2020

Hugh White, Professor Emeritus at the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, The Australian National
University

Full Article

1-4. Australia Is Having a Strategic Revolution, and It’s All About China

Foreign Policy.com, July 22, 2020

Zack Cooper, a research fellow at the American Enterprise Institute

Charles Edel, senior fellow at the United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney

The Australian government has announced a major shift to its regional policy. Will the United States

notice in time? Continue Reading

2. China’s Indian Ocean Dilemma
South Asia Analysis Group, July 3, 2020
Balasubramanian C, a Research Analyst in Chinese Centre for China Studies

In December 2019 Chinese Shiyan-1, a research vessel owned by the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
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https://www.defence.gov.au/StrategicUpdate-2020/docs/2020_Defence_Strategic_Update.pdf
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2020/07/apacific-australia-defence-update
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/morrison-aligns-defence-policy-with-new-reality-as-australia-muscles-up-to-china/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/09/australias-new-defence-geography/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/22/australia-military-strategy-regional-policy-china/?utm
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/our-research-ship-didn-t-break-any-law-china/story-1p2tT3ZorasyygF9Gw5xEJ.html

was found carrying out research activities near Port Blair in India’s EEZ without permission from the

Indian Navy. Continue Reading

3. China sees Indo-Pacific idea in terms of balance of power, not for advancing common interests
The Indian Express.com, July 7, 2020

Vijay Gokhale, a former Foreign Secretary and Indian ambassador to China

China should re-consider its position and view the Indo-Pacific idea as an instrument for advancing

common interests, and not make it a source of conflict or tension. Continue Reading

4. The Indo-Pacific Contest: It Could be Time for Fresh Ideas on Allied Security Cooperation
PacNet, Pacific Forum, July 7, 2020

John Blaxland, professor of international security and intelligence studies at the Australian National
University

Jennifer D.P. Moroney, a senior political scientist at the nonprofit, nonpartisan RAND Corporation
Full Article
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6. Countering Coercion in The Indo-Pacific

Vivekananda International Foundation, July 8, 2020

Vice Admiral Girish Luthra (retd.), former Commander-in- Chief of Western Naval Command, and
Southern Naval Command, Indian Navy

Full Article

7. Australia and Japan as anchors to regional recovery and cooperation

East Asia Forum, July 9, 2020

Shiro Armstrong, the Director of the Australia-Japan Research Centre at The Australian National
University

Full Article

8. US upgrades defensive ‘buffer’ in Pacific as China’s military capabilities increase
South China Morning Post.com, July 9, 2020
Satellite images show work on the remote base on Wake Island, which could play a key defensive role

in event of conflict in the western Pacific. Continue Reading
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http://www.southasiaanalysis.org/node/2642
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/the-indian-ocean-front-6493234/
https://pacforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/20200707_PacNet_40-1.pdf
https://www.mod.go.jp/j/approach/exchange/area/docs/2020/20200708_j-usa-australia.html
https://www.vifindia.org/article/2020/july/08/countering-coercion-in-the-indo-pacific
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/09/australia-and-japan-as-anchors-to-regional-recovery-and-cooperation/
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3092555/us-upgrades-defensive-buffer-pacific-chinas-military

8-1. To Deter War with China, Defend Guam

The National Interest, July 11, 2020

Rebeccah L. Heinrichs, a senior fellow at Hudson Institute where she specializes in nuclear deterrence
and missile defense

Full Article

9. US Augments Military Bases, Revitalizes Lilly Pads and Pushes for Visiting Forces Agreements in
the Pacific Ocean

Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF), July 10, 2020

Dr Vijay Sakhuja, Consultant, VIF

Earlier this month, on 1st July, 350 paratroopers from the US 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
(Airborne) parachuted onto Guam to test their ability to “execute real-world missions” and
demonstrate that they could be deployed “anywhere in the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area at a
moment’s notice.” Embarked onboard multiple C-17 Globemasters, the paratroopers took a long flight
from Joint Base EImendorf-Richardson in Alaska for this Emergency Deployment Readiness Exercise
(EDRE). Continue Reading

10. Britain set to confront China with new aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth
The Australian.com, The Times.com, July 14, 2020
Full Article

10-1. Rule Britannia: Royal Navy commits to Indo-Pacific carrier deployment
Defence Conect.com, July 15, 2020
Full Article

11. Australia In MALABAR Would Strengthen The INDO-PACIFIC Narrative

Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative, CSIS, July 13, 2020

Dr. Jagannath Panda, a Research Fellow and Centre Coordinator for East Asia at the Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi

Full Article

11-1. India, Australia and containing the China challenge
The Interpreter, July 21, 2020
Aarti Betigeri, a multi-platform journalist and former foreign correspondent based in Canberra

Joint war games in the Indian Ocean are not symbolic — and the message isn’t lost on Beijing.
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https://nationalinterest.org/feature/deter-war-china-defend-guam-164513?page=0%2C1
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https://www.defenceconnect.com.au/maritime-antisub/6458-rule-britannia-royal-navy-commits-to-indo-pacific-carrier-deployment
https://amti.csis.org/australia-in-malabar-would-strengthen-the-indo-pacific-narrative/

Continue Reading

11-2. Indo-Pacific in a Churn: Too many Naval Exercises

Vivekananda International Foundation, July 28, 2020

Dr Vijay Sakhuja, former Director National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi.

The possibility of Australia joining the India-led Malabar naval exercises to be held later this year in

the Bay of Bengall has generated an intense debate among the Indian strategic community who

responded with a mixed bag of ‘excitement’ and ‘caution’. Continue Reading

12. Australia’s vision of leadership in the Indo-Pacific

East Asia Forum, July 15, 2020

Bradley Wood, a research officer at the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, the Australian National
University

Full Article

13. Decolonise Diego Garcia: Why America should not fear Mauritius

The Interpreter, July 15, 2020

Peter Harris, an Assistant Professor of Political Science, Colorado State University
Full Article

14. Australia’s growing defence relationship with France

The Strategist, July 17, 2020

Ben McLennan, a lieutenant colonel in the Australian Army serving as the army’s liaison officer in
Paris

Full Article

15. The US Is Out of Position in the Indo-Pacific Region

Defense One.com, July 19, 2020

Nathan Freier, Associate Professor of National Security Studies and researcher at the U.S. Army War
College, and others

A truly joint approach is needed, and the Army has several particular roles to play. Continue Reading

16. Restoring Strategic Competence

How to Manage Northeast Asian Alliance Dilemmas amid a Nuclear North Korea

Center for a New American Security (CNAS), July 20, 2020

Dr. Van Jackson, an Adjunct Senior Fellow with the Asia-Pacific Security Program at the Center for a

12


https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/india-australia-and-containing-china-challenge
https://www.vifindia.org/article/2020/july/28/indo-pacific-in-a-churn-too-many-naval-exercises
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/15/australias-vision-of-leadership-in-the-indo-pacific/
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https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-growing-defence-relationship-with-france/
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2020/07/us-out-position-indo-pacific-region/166964/?oref=d-topstory

New American Security (CNAS)
Full Report

17. China as the godfather of Quad 2.0

The Strategist, July 20, 2020

Ramesh Thakur, a former UN assistant secretary-general, emeritus professor at the Australian National
University and director of its Centre for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament

Full Article

18. 1ISS Special Presentation with US Secretary of Defense Mark T. Esper
11SS, July 21, 2020
Full Presentation

19. US Navy Would Face A Massive 770-Ship Force In A Pacific Fight With China

Sandboxx, July 22, 2020

Alex Hollings, a writer, and Marine veteran that specializes in foreign policy and defense technology
analysis

If war were to break out in the Pacific between China and the United States, the U.S. Navy would find

itself in an extremely difficult predicament. Continue Reading

20. Beleaguered hegemon: How Washington tries to preserve strategic primacy in East Asia

Aspenia Online, July 22, 2020

Ted Galen Carpenter, a senior fellow in security studies at the Cato Institute

All of these developments are signs that Washington is embracing a containment policy directed
against the PRC, and speculation grows about the emergence of a cold war between the two countries.

Continue Reading

21. The Quad Is Poised to Become Openly Anti-China Soon

The Wire, July 28, 2020

Derek Grossman, a senior defence analyst at the nonprofit, nonpartisan RAND Corporation, an adjunct
professor at the University of Southern California
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The Strategist, July 30, 2020
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Full Article
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South China Morning Post.com, July 30, 2020

Full Article

23. Australia-India Relations: Navigating Dichotomy

Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative, CSIS. July 30, 2020

Mohit Musaddi, a Research Associate at the Delhi Policy Group, India
Sanjay Pulipaka, a Senior Fellow at the Delhi Policy Group
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1. Beyond ASEAN: More 'no-superpower coalitions' needed as US-China rivalry upsets global
interests
Think China, July 2, 2020
Malcolm Cook, Visiting Senior Fellow, ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute
Hoang Thi Ha, Lead Researcher for Political & Security Affairs, ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute
With China more aggressive and the US more unpredictable, and both more unilateralist, the US-China
rivalry has ended the post-Cold War order that benefited Southeast Asia and ASEAN. ISEAS
academics Malcolm Cook and Hoang Thi Ha note that Southeast Asian states should consider joining
more or establishing minilateral informal coalitions that do not include China and the US.

Continue Reading

2. ASEAN stops pulling punches over South China Sea

Asia Times.com, July 3, 2020

Lucio Blanco Pitlo 111, a research fellow at the Asia-Pacific Pathways to Progress Foundation
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against China's expansionism. Continue Reading
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5. US, China inch closer towards a conflict at sea

Asia Times.com, July 6, 2020
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Sea. Continue Reading
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Asia Times.com, July 13, 2020

Richard J. Heydarian, a Research Fellow at national Chengchi University, Taiwan

For first time Manila appeals to Beijing to comply with 2016 Hague tribunal ruling against its wide-

reaching nine-dash line sea claims. Continue Reading

10. U.S. Position on Maritime Claims in the South China Sea

U.S. Department of State, Press Statement, July 13, 2020

Michael R. Pompeo, Secretary of State

The United States champions a free and open Indo-Pacific. Today we are strengthening U.S. policy in
a vital, contentious part of that region — the South China Sea. We are making clear: Beijing’s claims
to offshore resources across most of the South China Sea are completely unlawful, as is its campaign

of bullying to control them. Continue Reading

10-1. How Significant Is the New U.S. South China Sea Policy?

CSIS, July 14, 2020

Gregory B. Poling, senior fellow for Southeast Asia and director of the Asia Maritime Transparency
Initiative at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C.
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10-2. The US Announces a New Position on Maritime Claims in the South China Sea: First Takeaways
The Diplomat.com, July 14, 2020

Ankit Panda, a senior editor at The Diplomat and director of research for Diplomat Risk Intelligence
In a welcome development, the revised U.S. position brings American policy in line with the July
2016 arbitral tribunal ruling. Continue Reading

10-3. China Pushes Back Against U.S. Statement on South China Sea Claims, ASEAN Stays Silent
USNI News, July 14, 2020

Dzirhan Mahadzir, a freelance defense journalist and analyst based in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia

Full Article

10-4. US picks a fight with China in South China Sea
Asia Times.com, July 14, 2020
Richard J. Heydarian, a Research Fellow at national Chengchi University, Taiwan

US officially rejects China's wide-reaching claims in the contested waterway in a move that promises
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coercion or force to settle disputes in the South China Sea. Continue Reading

10-7. Pompeo Draws a Line Against Beijing in the South China Sea

Foreign Policy.com, July 15, 2020

Bill Hayton, an associate fellow at Chatham House

The United States has aligned itself on the side of international law, but backing up a tough statement

will be hard. Continue Reading
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Delhi Policy Group, July 18, 2020

Commodore Lalit Kapur (Retd.), Senior Fellow for Maritime Strategy, Delhi Policy Group
Ambassador Hemant Krishan Singh, I.F.S. (Retd.), Director General, Delhi Policy Group
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10-9. South China Sea: New US Policy and Its Implications

RSIS Commentary, July 16, 2020

Olli Pekka Suorsa, a Research Fellow at the S. Rajaratham School of International Studies (RSIS),
Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore

Full Article

10-10. What Did the U.S. Accomplish With Its South China Sea Legal Statement?

Lawfare, Blog.com, July 17, 2020

Robert Williams, a senior research scholar, lecturer, and executive director of the Paul Tsai China
Center at Yale Law School and also a nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution
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10-11. Pompeo on South China Sea: The ball is now in Asean's court
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Hoang Thi Ha, fellow at the ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute

Full Article

10-12. US has more ways now to challenge China’'s maritime claims

The Straits Times.com, July 22, 2020

Robert Beckman, head of the Ocean Law and Policy Programme at the Centre for International Law,
National University of Singapore, and an emeritus professor in the NUS Faculty of Law

Full Article

10-13. Standing up for ASEAN in the South China Sea

East Asia Forum, July 23, 2020

Collin Koh, a research fellow at the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo recently stated that the United States considers Chinese maritime
claims in the South China Sea illegal. This is a fundamentally new stance. While scholars and pundits
are trying to make sense of what the statement means for the dispute, more interesting is how ASEAN

will respond as it is inevitably caught in the eye of the South China Sea storm. Continue Reading

10-14. As US pledges help in South China Sea, Vietnam wary of antagonising Beijing
South China Morning Post.com, July 29, 2020
Full Article

11. A New Frontline In The South China Sea Disputes

Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative, CSIS, July 15, 2020

Nguyen Thuy Anh, a research fellow at the East Sea Institute, Diplomatic Academy of Vietham
China has not only attempted to change facts on the ground in the South China Sea, but is also seeking
to gradually change the world’s mind regarding its claims there. This battle over perceptions has not
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12. US to strengthen electronic-warfare abilities in South China Sea
Nikkei Asian Review.com, July 17, 2020
Washington seeks power to disrupt Chinese communications in case of conflict. Continue Reading
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14. US move pits China vs Vietnam in South China Sea

Asia Times.com, July 20, 2020

David Hutt, columnist and a visiting fellow at Future Forum, a Phnom Penh-based think tank
Analysts believe China could test US resolve to back tough new rhetoric on sea claims in a warm-up

fight with Vietnam. Continue Reading

15. Disturbing Changes in South China Sea

China US Focus.com, July 20, 2020

Wu Shicun, President, China Institute of South China Sea Studies
Full Article

16. How to stop China completing its takeover of the South China Sea

The Strategist, July 21, 2020

Jeff Becker, a defense consultant working on US military futures and concepts

China appears to be accelerating its campaign to control the South China Sea and the Senkaku Islands

in the East China Sea. Continue Reading

17. China’s Self-Inflicted Wounds in the South China Sea

The Diplomat.com, July 21, 2020

Rahul Mishra, a senior lecturer at the Asia-Europe Institute, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia

Increased aggression from Beijing has sparked more robust responses from Washington and the

regional claimant states. Continue Reading
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Zack Cooper, a research fellow at the American Enterprise Institute

Bonnie S. Glaser, senior adviser for Asia and director of the China Power Project at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies

U.S. policy in the South China Sea hasn’t dented Chinese coercion against its neighbors, so the Trump

administration is upping the ante. Continue Reading
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The Dipolmat.com, July 22, 2020

Derek Grossman, a senior defense analyst at the nonprofit, nonpartisan RAND Corporation, an adjunct
professor at the University of Southern California

China may have missed a golden opportunity to see the VFA end, but Beijing is still determined to
exploit gaps between the U.S. and its ally. Continue Reading

21. South China Sea dispute: Australia says Beijing's claims have no legal basis
BBC News, July 25, 2020
Australia has formally rejected China's territorial and maritime claims in the South China Sea, aligning

itself more closely with the US as tensions rise. Continue Reading

21-1. Australia lays down the law in the South China Sea dispute

The Interpreter, July 25, 2020

Dr Bec Strating, a senior lecturer in politics and international relations at La Trobe University
Canberra rejects the PRC’s “historic rights” claim to contested waters but now faces the test of what

to do about it. Continue Reading
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The Diplomat.com, July 27, 2020

Carl Thayer, Emeritus Professor at The University of New South Wales and Director of Thayer
Consultancy

Australia has aligned itself with the United States in supporting UNCLOS and the 2016 Arbitral

Tribunal ruling. Continue Reading
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24, Essential Principles in the South China Sea

China US Focus.com, July 29, 2020

Dr. Nong Hong, the Executive Director of Institute for China-America Studies (ICAS), an independent,
non-profit academic institution based in Washington D.C.

This year is turning out to be a turning point and a transitional period from stability to turbulence and
more uncertainty in the South China Sea. U.S.-China relations in the sea are getting more tense at a

time of general breakdown. Continue Reading

25. South China Sea Disputes: The ASEAN Draws the Line

China US focus.com, July 30, 2020

Richard J. Heydarian, a Research Fellow at National Chengchi University, Taiwan
Full Article
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Michael T. Klare, professor emeritus of peace and world-security studies at Hampshire College and
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The US and China’s dance in the South China Sea bears a troubling resemblance to 1914 Sarajevo—

and the eve of World War |. Continue Reading

(3) ®EvTi¥E

21


https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/07/30/laying-down-the-law-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://www.lawfareblog.com/vietnam-threatens-china-litigation-over-south-china-sea
https://www.chinausfocus.com/peace-security/beijings-south-china-sea-policy-generates-growing-regional-pushback-and-deterrence
https://www.chinausfocus.com/peace-security/essential-principles-in-the-south-china-sea
https://www.chinausfocus.com/peace-security/south-china-sea-disputes-the-asean-draws-the-line
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/pompeo-south-china-sea/

1. RESOLVED: Japan Is Well-positioned to Counterbalance China in Southeast Asia
Debating Japan Vol. 3 Issue 5, CSIS, July 1, 2020
Full article

2. Japan Is Canceling a U.S. Missile Defense System

Foreign Policy.com, July 2, 2020

Jeffrey W. Hornung, a political scientist at the RAND Corporation
Full Article

3. Are US-Japan relations on the rocks?
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The East China Sea disputes had settled into an uneasy status quo over the last few years, but tensions

persist. Recent events suggest that the risk of violence is again growing. Continue Reading
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